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On April 26, United Way of Southeast Mississippi cele-

brated its 65th year in the community by holding an
anniversary party for its annual meeting at Jackie Dole
Sherrill Community Center.  About 250 people attended
the luncheon to celebrate United Way’s successful year
and celebrate the major milestone.  The guests at the

a n n i v e r -
sary party
dined on
a n n i v e r -
sary cake
and punch
while they
watched a
slide show
of United
W a y
m o m e n t s
from the
past.

At the
m e e t i n g ,

Campaign Chair Hayden Mitchell of Citizens National
Bank made the exciting announcement of United Way’s
surpassing its campaign goal of $1.35 million to raise
over $1.43 million.  Mitchell thanked the community for its
tremendous support and praised the many volunteers for
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their hard work and dedication.
One United Way volunteer received special recogni-

tion.  Gwen James was named President’s Choice Spirit
of United Way Award winner by Mike Collins, board pres-
ident.  Collins noted that James has been a United Way
supporter for years, serving as board president for two
consecutive years and organizing the beginning of the
Home Sweet Home Raffle.  Coincidentally, two years ago
it was James who invented the award which she won this
year. 

United Way also recognized Craig Flanagan and the
Greater Hattiesburg Home Builders Association for their
hard work with the Home Sweet Home Raffle.  A key was
presented to Bill Norton, the winner of the new home in
the raffle.       

Special thanks go to the sponsors of the anniversary
party: BancorpSouth; Coldwell-Banker, Don Nace, Inc.
Realtors; Forrest General Hospital; and South
Mississippi Electric Power Association.  Without them,
the party would not have been possible.

United Way would also like to thank Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Classic Concepts - Ace Home Center, Copy Cats
Printing, Crawford House and Gardens, Pine Belt Mental
Healthcare Resources, Trinity Episcopal Church and
Wal-Mart.  And we especially thank the members of the
Communications Committee for their hard work year
after year in organizing the annual meeting.

2004-05 Board President Mike Collins 
presents Gwen James with the President’ s
Choice Spirit of United W ay Award at the
Thank You Banquet held in April.

All-Star Campaigns

All-Star Campaigns were awarded to several organizations
who put forth extra effort in their campaigns with creative
special events or by efficiently organizing their campaign s.

Anderson Retail, Inc.

City of Hattiesburg

Forrest General Hospital

Grand Bank

Hattiesburg Public
Schools

Lamar County Schools

Leaf River Cellulose

Union Planters Bank

University of Southern
Mississippi

Wesley Medical Center

Top Ten Campaigns

1) Leaf River Cellulose - $170,643 

2) Forrest General Hospital - $124,601

3) Hattiesburg Clinic - $110,665

4) University of Southern Mississippi - $82,896

5) Wesley Medical Center - $52,436

6) Hattiesburg Public Schools - $42,811

7) Union Planters Bank - $40,733

8) BancorpSouth - $38,266

9) MegaGate Broadband - $33,995

10) Hattiesburg American - $28,374
THANK
YOU!
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We welcome our new
board members

Dr. Angie Dvorak
Area Development Partnership

Sue Gallaspy
Coldwell Banker , Don Nace, Inc. Realtors

Jan Lacy
Copy Cats Printing

Rev. Steve Ramp
Westminster Presbyterian Church

Ted Webb
BancorpSouth

United W ay represent atives and volunteers from
partner agencies recently visited Leaf River
Cellulose to thank the employees for their terrific
support.  Leaf River was once again the top contrib -
utor to the 2004-2005 camp aign.  The volunteers held
banners and signs and p assed out free drinks to the
employees as they changed shif ts. 

United W ay of Southeast Mississippi recently award -
ed a venture grant of $4,500 to The Carpenter ’s Helper ,
a newly formed non-profit agency in the Hattiesburg
area.  Founded in 2004, The Carpenter ’s Helper focus -
es it s effort s on correcting deficient housing condi -
tions that affect the health, safety and quality of life of
homeowners.  The agency uses experienced contrac -
tors to improve existing homes for owners who are
physically or financially unable to do the rep air work
themselves.  

The Carpenter ’s Helper was organized by Larry
Johnson and other members of the Greater Hattiesburg
Home Builders Association.

Pictured at left, Dan Kibodeaux presents Bob Reed of
The Carpenter ’s Helper with the venture grant .

United Way funds The Carpenter’s Helper

Thank you, Leaf River!

The Mayor’s Youth Council, a group of high school
students developing their leadership skills in the com-
munity, was recently awarded a venture grant from
United Way of Southeast Mississippi.  The group used
the venture grant money to hold a carnival-type party
for the ARC.  The youth council organized the event,
which included games, food  and a puppet show.  The
ARC kids had a great time and appreciated the efforts
by the Mayor’s Youth Council.

Pictured at right, Debbie Everett and the ARC kids
play a game during the carnival.  

ARC kids enjoy carnival



Page  3  

Agency News

Now that hurricane season is here, the American Red
Cross recommends that every family develop a Family
Disaster Plan and put together a Family Disaster Supplies
Kit, including food and water.  There are six basics you
should stock in your home.  These can be taken with you if
you evacuate or used at home, especially during power out-
ages. The suggested items
are:

Water: one gallon of water
per person per day (two quarts
for drinking, two quarts for food
preparation/sanitation).  Keep
at least a three-day supply of
water for each person in your
household.  

Food:  ready-to-eat canned
meats, fruits and vegetables; canned juices, milk, soup;
high energy foods such as peanut butter, jelly, crackers, trail
mix; vitamins; foods for infants, elderly or persons with spe-
cial diets; comfort/stress foods such as hard candy, cook-
ies, sweetened cereals, or instant coffee or tea.

First aid supplies:  sterile bandages in assorted sizes,
scissors, antiseptic, thermometer, moistened towelettes,
cleansing agent/soap, sunscreen, non-prescription drugs

Red Cross prepares for hurricane season
and extra prescription medications.  

Tools and supplies:  battery or hand crank radio and extra
batteries, flashlight and extra batteries, cash or traveler's
checks, non-electric can opener, fire extinguisher, plastic
sheeting and personal hygiene items. 

Clothing and bedding: rain gear, blankets or sleeping
bags, sturdy shoes and sunglasses. 

Special items:  baby items such as formula, diapers, bot-
tles; special items for adults such as prescription medica-
tions, insulin and supplies, denture needs, extra eye glass-
es; pet needs such as food, water, pet toys; important fam-
ily documents (which should be kept in a waterproof,
portable container) such as wills, insurance policies, deeds,
social security cards, bank account numbers, credit card
account numbers and companies, inventory of valuable
household goods and family records. 

South Central Mississippi Red Cross Chapter Emergency
Services Chair Freeman Parker said, "Families will cope
best by preparing for disaster before it strikes.  By devel-
oping a plan and gathering supplies in advance, your fami-
ly can endure an evacuation or home confinement.”  

For more information on hurricane and other disaster pre-
paredness and training, call the South Central Mississippi
Red Cross at 601-582-8151.  

Mark Your Calendar!

Corporate Challenge - 
Saturday, August 27

Campaign Kick-off - 
Thursday, September 8

Boy Scouts succeed through Scoutreach
The Boy Scouts in the Scoutreach program of the Pine Burr Area Council have been very successful lately.  Derick

Draughill, Derreon Golden and Trey Newsome all received the rank of Eagle Scout in May at True Light Baptist Church
in Hattiesburg.  Five Scoutreach Eagle Scouts from Forrest and Lamar Counties graduated from high school last month.
DeAngelo Simpson, Augustine Curry, David Crabtree, James Williams and Bennie Brown are all going to college and are
currently working this summer.  It is a great measure of the Boy Scout of America program to see these young men
become Eagle Scouts, graduate from high school and move on to college.  Eagle Scout Brian McMillan was nominated
in May to the National Youth Roots and Shoots Board.  He is not only the first Eagle Scout and the first youth from
Mississippi to be nominated to this board, but he is also the youngest board member.  Congratulations to all these Eagle
Scouts!

Scoutreach has started three new initiatives for new participants ages 6-18.  The first is in Palmers Crossing at St. John
United Methodist Church.  The second is with Holy Rosary Catholic Church and the Family Network Partnership.  The
third is in Lamar County with West Point Baptist Church.  We have also partnered with the Center for Adult Literacy and
Education (CALE) at the University of Southern Mississippi this summer, giving the division a trainer and two more vol-
unteers to help with camps and training youth and adults.  Scoutreach is a program of the Boy Scouts, which encourages
Scouting opportunities for culturally diverse boys in urban and rural communities.

In other Boy Scout news, the Scout Service Center will soon be relocating from its current location on Highway 49 to
Hardy Street.  The center will house the council support staff, offices and a limited service Scout Shop.  Also, the Boy
Scouts have recently approved the beginning of a capital campaign of over $1 million.  Pine Burr Area Council has not
conducted a capital needs campaign in nearly 40 years. 

Awards Day always proves to be a
happy, yet poignant time for students,
parents and teachers at the USM
DuBard School for Language Disorders.  

At right, DuBard School student
Landon Williamson receives an award
from his teacher/speech-language
pathologist, Kenyon Greer.

DuBard School presents student awards
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If your family, church or civic group wants to help an agency
in need, please consider South Mississippi Children’s

Center.  For more information, call (601) 582-8891

Housekeeping Product s:
- Gain detergent

- Bathroom tissue
- Kleenex tissue
- Paper towels

- Furniture polish
- Glass cleaner

- Dishwashing liquid

Pool sticks and chalk for the children’ s pool t able

Pre-paid phone cards for children to call home to
family or friends

Wal-Mart shopping cards for children to purchase
clothing and personal hygiene product s

Clothes or underclothes for children ages 10-17

South Mississippi Children’s
Center’s Wish List

Ladell Kraft, speech-language pathologist at the
Children's Center for Communication and Development,
was recognized as outstanding professional staff member
at the College of Health's 2005 Awards Ceremony at the

University of Southern
Mississippi. 

In addition to her
responsibilities for
s p e e c h - l a n g u a g e
services to children in
her classroom, Kraft
provides continuing
education workshops
sponsored by CCCD.
As a master teacher,
students within the
Department of
Speech and Hearing
Sciences benefit from
Kraft's patience and

years of experience.  Kraft also presents preschool lan-
guage sessions at professional meetings such as The
Mississippi Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 

Other staff members have also been active making vari-
ous presentations across the state.  Director Margaret
Buttross-Brinegar, Adrienne Dotson and Kraft have recent-
ly given presentations to professional organizations.

CCCD employee wins award

From left to right, Margaret Buttross-
Brinegar , CCCD co-director , Ladell Kraft
and Dr . Peter Fos, dean of the College of
Health at USM

check out our website at 
www.unitedwaysems.org

ARC to hold Golf Ball Drop

The Association for Retarded Citizens will host its first
ever Helicopter Golf Ball Drop on August 4.  One thou-
sand numbered golf balls are available for purchase at
$100 each.  The golf balls will be dropped from a heli-
copter above a hole at Canebrake Golf Club.  The per-
son who purchases the ball that lands in the hole or
closest to the hole could win up to $20,000.  Other
prizes include a two night stay at The Provincial Condo
in the French Quarter and a gift certificate to Parris
Jewelers valued at $200.  

You must be 21 years old to participate, and you do
not have to be present to win.  The deadline to purchase
tickets will be when 1,000 balls have been sold or
August 1, 2005.  For more information or to purchase
tickets call (601) 268-9334.

Pinebelt Association for Families is staying busy this
summer with many sponsored activities and events.  

On June 17, the Pinebelt Association for Families spon-
sored the 2nd annual Grandparents as Parents University
at Forrest General Hospital’s Center for Healthy Living at
The Family Y.  Grandparents, other kinship caregivers and
professionals were involved.  The conference covered
topics such as nurturing family self-esteem, keeping fit as
an older adult and changes in Social Security.  Free health
screenings were also provided.

The Pinebelt Association for Families is promoting the
Grandrally in Washington, D.C. on September 14.  This
event will bring awareness to the fact that more than six
million children in America are being raised by grandpar-
ents or other relatives.  Grandparents raising grandchil-
dren will gather at the United States Capitol to ask legisla-
tors about their rights as grandparents.

To support the Grandrally, the Pinebelt Association for
Families is holding a Gas Raffle.  Tickets are on sale now
at $1 each for a chance to win $100 worth of gas at a sta-
tion of your choice.  Proceeds from the raffle will help send
a representative to Washington for the rally.  For more
information or to purchase a ticket, call (601) 582-0909.

Grandparents stay active in 
raising grandchildren 


